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Jaipur: The Bl P governmant

Im Rafasthan has ombited po-
ems iy the llkesof John Kenats,

i Thomas Hardy, Whliam Bla-
t ke, TS Elist and Edward Lear

from the revised Class YT
Englizh textboaks. They have
hean replaced by musily bes-
sor-known  auwthors whose
works hiove m regional lvour

S0 while Hardy's ‘When |
Sct Out For Lyonnesss’,
Eliot's Mty The Myste:
ry Cat” anid Blakes “The Scho-
ol Boy' hove been dropped,
works sich s My st vizitto
the bank’, “The Brave Lady of
Rajasthan', ‘Chittor”, ‘Sangita
e brmve it have been nela-

t ded in the first bot of revised
P testhools that have arrived af

state textbook depeds In Aj-
mer, Udalpur, Dausa, Bharat-
pur and Jaipur. Last yoar, Ra-

¢ Jnesthan had re-written textho-

ol from Class [ to X1 na pe
riod of less than throe
montkhs

The books thot have arri-
vl [rsclubs those for Class V-
11 {Hindi, English, Sanskeit,
maths)and Class VI{English,
Hinadi, mathsh They hane ba-
en conlined in the podowns of
stabe cthooks depots. Fore-

i ign authors were dropped as

TIMES CITY
New Raj textbooks drop
major western writers

Lesser-Known Authors With Regional Flavour Included
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Corert list of old and new Class Vil English textbonk

part of the educatbon doepart-
ment's directive to the textho-
ol rewriting comimittes o in-
clude content thet evelkes a
serein of prbde in the stite and
the countri Swami Viveka
nangla's “The song of the fres’
and Hobindranoth Togores
“Where the mind s without fe-
ar' areameng L skl itions.
The Chaas VIIT Hindl toxt-
book has also undergone a
comipléte cverhaul. Uedua ot
hor Tamat Chugtal s short sto-
ry ‘Bamchor’ and Harl Shon-
kar Parsai’s Bus Ki Yatm' ha-

o 4
B | . |om ———
y 2 Ay’ 5o — =
3 The Praying Hench
T ‘I'hll'ﬂ'liﬂl"w Trso
5 Ll in LGBV
8 Tha firws Ludy of Fajasthan
i T S of Tha Froa.
] Chikys Sw Gl
§ fangita the Bruvy Gt
18 The Ghory of Rajasthian
e bvenomitted. Vietoran joiir-  rectod tostrikeout those chap-
nalist P Sainaths  CJalbae ters whose theme revolves
FPahiva hal'{Where there iz a . mround o partleubae falth. ™

wheel"), which talls about bi-
cycles bicaming a symbal of
women emancipation, was al-
g0 dropped by thiz textbook ro-
writing cominittoe,

“Most of the Hindl chap-
tors that wore dropped wore
loaded with Upsdo  wards,
which were difficult for the
studenits to understand, " said
a member of the textbook
commmitieson the condiiion of
anonymity, “We weme also di-

Satyavral Somvedl, prosi
dent of Svavameeyl Shiks
han Ranstha_abody of private
schools affilinted to the Ra
Jnsthan Board of Secomdary
Board, sabd: “If all new books
mre bl on the saame prom ise
af promoting local peglion,
then weare on adifferent path
frem otheor stodes. This will o
gult in poor performance of
our students inmational-level
commpetitinms "
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Make the grade
in today’s world

Restricting western influences denies students
the means to hold their own on a global stage

T oot 10 Tocast the curs ourtake

rlenk nachoolsaml inoll S

i e of disad vinlies In strcdonts at all levels

speiis b0 Hiave bicome an ohsesslon wlth both thie

Hlnelistv forees and some B st govern-

mierits. The best b= the Rafasthan goveriment,
which has declded to drop poetms by John Keats, Thomas
Hirely Willkaorm Blake, TS Ellot noml Edwiel Leswr, among oth-
ors from school beoks, Additlons to the curriculum nciude
works IWhe My visit fo the bank” and “Sangits the brave gl
Im amother move, Banaras Hindu Un heesity as decidsd o
urpdde b venrdong STort to cdieate studentsof the (1l of
Wostern culinme,

Rewriting texibooks 11 Haryans was in the news, thanks
g el D bi kot I of D inarcat b B, theman who shat to (e
for hls contribet bon to publizhers pulplng Wendy Doniger's
seminal work on Hindulsen, 11 is no oove's cise (it sdudenis
shotdd mod bearn about Indlan caliwre o not sy the works
of Indinn authors, Bul io restrict access o western ieratune
1= to deny them visees of earning which will equip them o
Bale] thedr v 1n mglibalised workd, Wisether we Hie 1t o sod,
the Knowledge of English ks a great acdvantage when compet-
ing o 1l globnl sage and we are cightly proud af ihis Wi
shoubil not Meitter oway thisadvantage due (o =omse misplace)
serse of matboral s, Wy shoald stdents bo dsmbod knowl-
g o the sheer remling pleisue from the grent works of
Englksh loraium?

Oten, these declsions o chop and change the oo
riculutm are motivated by polltieal consideragions, Many
al our netis wie ailvocate Indbanisatbon of tecurrlealum
aF Tectinre peopdi on i eviliof westorn cul e make sire
that theldr own chibifren get an English-medinm schooling
anil hlgher education slroad. In Rajasthon both the Indian
works ani the Engllsh ones can be learnt by stoadenes, it
shoubl pot be oo ease of one or the othor The main stim of
efucation shoull be to enable and empover sielents as
Ty progress theoawgh the system and into the job market.
Tendmmy; thie ket 15 nod mited by borders. In (s past, siatie
praerTimens ke it in West Bengal abalished Englishasn
midllum i [nstruciion. This el tooan entive geneeathon for
whoan employment opportiunities wers restelcted. Current
dispensations should o least iake a lead’ or two sut ol geist
Bois where afforts tosiemp out forolgn Infuences have
miet, T bl Y,
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